@U%n@%weuﬁ% t;‘VJ@ M Eumq H?@ 71’)5”)“#\7”5’8‘@%?
Five Cetarine of ailorny: Pavinged Rebakions
God, Greed, and Godd: the Ubtimate Quest

MUEsw

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuu






L@U%I)HQTW)WYIGU%

Y . N\ I 2/
INQ @719 NURTTI NTAATNTNNIN TR 2
Fwe Centuries g[
Thailband - Portugal Relations
Gad, Greed, and Godd :
the Ubkimate Quest

TT0UREIY WRSHUTINITS IDA

% a
(%T'jl/A,! EGCO )

W ~o
Gulf Electric TURNAROUND







“daumas gnyu nHau ...
savsauldsainalulng




.

»

 UsuuvzeInsiiiunig

nAnsunelnasanuidnsaalan duanvanuwni
v a o g A - Y Y
IagiAunnsaanudisaanuidiudug vaslantnauds
sl uN AT IngUsTRIARWAY 1dunaelny (Siltk Road)

anaungandualuviniduntamanisduazaanuduwus
sevanlanaziuaniunziunan wsla [Wla (Marco Polo)
Tivinlviga@usueginianzdusannanuifuiuuauni

o

wWisaunastvauaznsziuliiiaanuaunfiaggdndu

Ll

a & & PO o ¢ anva
AuLAULUTuINIU vIanaramTuilas BulaiAunig

a & ' v v
WuLINYU wiuau! Assaulusainasiit

¢

t

i

!

i

{

|

; : yrdnneedasmaididiannuetnddnlanasfusan
i

\

|

‘ Prelude to the Voyages

l Many, from countless countries, by varying routes and
| means for different purposes, have travelled and explored the

{ far reaches of this world. The Silk Road was then widely known
among travellers with missions for trade and East-West mutual
relations. Was it Marco Polo who discovered the charms and

temptations of the €ast, its lands attracting closer attention? Or

perhaps those Persian merchants whose exploratory forays were
driven by the spice trade with far-away regions of the world and

a quest to know the €ast? Or, indeed, Portugal?
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QQ Portugal?

Portugal is the westernmost country of Europe, bordered by the Atlantic Ocean an
,Qm,netr‘es from Thailand. Its population numbers approximately 10 miltion. 'Occupying an
i { fs with such major rivers as Tagus and Douro, Portugal is relatively smaller thnn ‘
d five times smaller than Thailand. Nevertheless, Portugal, despite its size, was by
a@ly as the powerful nation with seafaring Leadership that it was 500 years ago.

 Thailand, Portugal, is generally known as “Pro-tu-ges” or, previously, as 'Bud-qha
d'evlnted Thai versions based on the transcribed sounds of the original word, Portus
fool:bausrs like Cristiano Ronaldo and foi thong (a kind of Thai dessert lnﬂ.uancad by
 would anyone be interested in Portugal itself?
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Travelling Routes

Once, nothing was known
of the distance and direction that

separated Europe from the East.

Muslim merchants chose a shortcut to
€urope via a land pass, now the Suez

‘ Canal, and the Mediterranean Sea.
However, it was impossible for Portuguese voyagers to
set out from their country on the westernmost fringes
of Europe, and meet the Mediterranean Sea. Instead,
they headed south and did not stop until they reached
the southernmost parts of Africa. Then they continued
sailing across the Indian Ocean, eastbound. This route
required true perseverance due mainly to its
tremendous difficulties and dangers. The great Indian
Ocean was vastly under-explored, to say nothing of the
strong waves and winds, and seasonal storms. There
was, therefore, a high risk of getting shipwrecked back
then. These vessels needed to take a coastal route
rather than sailing on the open sea. This resulted in the
discovery of a great number of ports shown on early

Portuguese marine maps.
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/! \ \ Motivation
What exactly lay behind

Portugal’s determined explorations?

Religious motivation. This arose
from the need to explore the Holy Land
believed to be ruled by Father John, the
Christian king in the Eastern region.

Commercial motivation. The

Portuguese Royal Court reckoned that
trade for exotic spices and rare items from

the €ast would bring them more riches than

\ | ] | \ ( ‘ anything else. In Europe there was a great

demand which, until then, could only be

= & - / satisfied by Persian and Arab merchants.
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Looking East

Prior to any journey overa boundless ocean fraught
with dangers, the intrepid mariners prepared themselves by
researching, testing and constructing an enormous vessel for

the journey. In addition, the invention of nautical compasses and

sextants, the mapping of the sea routes,and the technology and
knowhow of shipbuilding, navigation and astrology, enabled the

Portuguese to build the large sailing ship named Carrack. Then
they began to learn about Latitude'and longitude, the imaginary
lines that cross the surface of the earth so as to be able to
navigate correctly. So, not only did they learn from the
globe-trotting and resourceful Persian and Arab merchants
who traded across continents, but also they applied their
knowledge and the technologies derived from mathematics and
science, to rival the Spanish who were making similar

endeavours at the time.
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The World in (Each) Half

Both Spain and Portugal, the dominant sea powers of the age, sought to conquer foreign lands and monopolize all
trading routes. From 1494 on, Pope Alexander VI specified the routes and lands in the E€ast for occupation by Portugal,
which then commenced its navigational exploration in haste. From the Lisbon estuary, they headed south down the Iberian
Peninsula. Then following the coast of Africa, they seized numerous islands on the way to restock provisions and fresh
water. They gradually progressed south towards the cape of southern Africa, where Portugal pinned its hope on finding a
direct route to the East. Thereafter, the cape became known as Cap de Boa Esperanza, meaning ‘Good Hope’. From there,
the explorers navigated straight towards Madagascar, and on across the Indian Ocean, finally setting ashore somewhere in

the west of India.

As for Spain, when it set out from the Iberian Peninsula, they were granted the right to explore the Western
world, namely the Americas and beyond, all the way to the Philippines and Timor, on the edge of Portuguese occupied

territory.

The World thus became divided into two realms according to the will of God.
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Gold Spices

The scent of Eastern spices drifted all the way
to the capitals of the West, prompting the insatiable
Europeans to make unremitting efforts to obtain spices,
at a price far Llower in the East, yet of considerably higher
value in Western markets. For instance, 100 bs of
easy-to-find pepper of first-rate quality was traded in India
at eight times above its original price, and could even be

negotiated at home.

Having been one of the countries used to
consuming products from the East for hundreds of years,
the Royal Court of Portugal deemed it fruitful to manage
the trade alone without the need for middlemen. At the
same time, a religious motivation to spread Christianity to
the new world quickened Portugal’s determination to fulfil

its maritime desires.



NANNANURUAN

AudnUszinniasaama vaat annaziusenluadteaysunivsingluienanstusginaiinadng

Uauwis Yanidu &n ATy dneu indaama wintne Lt axia Ayn Su ves idne Wgu nnus

a o v a1 v S v ad a &
lanz wsalszauiian UWRSNITUAMNINY Q% AuAnwmantalunglasnananidasuzazniunn 1nanta

o & oo < a8 & ° o
ngiutuFunifuunans (Bahar] Fawouutudriamutuey

v o & = o | “ a
AudnlszinniasasvatiaangnaglstunlUidudounauvesingivlunisdsenauemng nns

auanams waslfidudiunanyasndniusiinananuny Anuvauniu wuuth wialrasnenaus

Myrianen fragms

Genera of Goods

According to Portuguese written evidence,
the sample goods from the East in the Ayutthaya period
included rice grains, dried fish, salted fish, vegetables,
sealing lacquer, incense, spices, peppers, sappanwood,
golden shower wood, silver, gold, ivory, metal utensils,
Jewellery and various kinds of cloth. These goods were
sold at a good price in Malacca. When trading, they used
‘bahar,” today known as ‘haab’ in Thai, as the weighing

unit to price any item of goods.

These goods were used in Europe as raw
materials and ingredients for cooking, food preserva-

tion, cosmetics such as talcum powder, and fragrance.
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From Commerce to Colonies

Eventually, Portugal realized that a commercial monopoly in the East would be beneficial. In 1502 when
Vasco da Gama returned to India, a marine base was established in Cochin. With permanent warehouses and
fortresses there, Portugal was seen as exercising both its military and commercial powers in the region. After-

; ~,>vylards, King Manuel | commissioned Francisco de Almeida to serve as viceroy in Cochin. He was the first Portuguese
: Viceroy to India to comply with Indian state policy under which all trade in all pepper and spices was monopolized
and the trade routes of other merchants were controlled. As well as Cochin, Portugal also expanded its coastal

. territory to Goa and Diu, respectively.

i * Once Portugal was able to freely trade with Large numbers of local people, a Portuguese style town,
- surrounded with fortresses and trenches, was established and a new administrative system, headed by a viceroy
-appointed by the Royal Court, to run the town, was introduced.
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€ncounter with Siam

Focusing on the next route from India, east to regions abundant with spices and forests, Portugal no longer
considered India a major source of spices. Malacca then became its next destination. However, Malacca was situated
within the Pattani Kingdom, with Kedah as the central town, under Siamese colonial jurisdiction. To initiate relations
with Siam, Portugal sent delegates to the Royal Court of Ayutthaya where King Ramathibodi Il offered them a warm
welcome and granted permission to Portugal to trade with Ayutthaya. The major goods required by Ayutthaya were
pistols. So, from 1511 onwards, Ayutthaya established another key ‘foreign’ relationship with the West, which Later

played a vital role politically, militarily, commercially and culturally.
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Good(s) Relations

Ayutthaya was an important port, locally and internationally. Exports not included Local
products like pottery, traditional hand-woven fabric and jungle items but also other goods sold on by
foreign middlemen. Prior to the arrival of the Portuguese, products from Ayutthaya and other regional
centres were sold at various ports by Muslim, Chinese, and Japanese merchants, who sailed the region

to buy products from foreign lands to meet local demand.

Portugal proposed to sell pistols to Ayutthaya perhaps because it was known that Siam had
regular disputes and wars with neighbouring countries. Meanwhile, Malacca was merely a town with

strategic importance for trade, but not a source for the resources Portugal wanted.

As it was, the Royal Court of Siam was not the only target for Portuguese pistol sales. Bago
(Pegu) also interested Portugal, which realized that relations with Burma could prove more lucrative
than those with Ayutthaya. This was because Burma was located not far from the Irrawaddy Delta and
rice exports would be cheaper and easier from there to Malacca and Portuguese ports in India. So, if
Portugal was able to ‘control’ specific areas on the Malay Peninsula, this would definitely facilitate the

growth of its economic power base and monopoly on trade.
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Pistol: Battling Innovation of Siam

Before the arrival of Portugal,
Ayutthaya had conducted several military
campaigns against neighbouring lands like
Lanna and Burma. However, such wars were
fought by traditional methods with each army
confronting the other on the field of battle
with the same conventional weaponry. It was
not until Portugal demonstrated how
fortresses built from masonry, were more
secure that Ayutthaya learned to make its

fortresses stronger and safer.

Canons were more powerful
weapons than traditional swords and guns.
Battleships were adapted to be able to carry
canons. Military strategies were improved
according to Siam’s new strategy on the art
of war. Moreover, those training Siamese
soldiers on the use of new weaponry could
only be the Portuguese mercenaries attached

to the Royal Siamese Court.
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From Merchants to Mercenaries

Generations of Portuguese travelled to
Ayutthaya for trade and once-in-a-Llifetime opportuni-
ties. Their settlement, called the Portuguese Camp
or the Portuguese Village, was located in the south
of the island town of Ayutthaya, encircled by a small
trench. The land was graciously granted by King
Chairachathirat (1533-1546) as a token of his
gratitude for their remarkable service as
mercenaries in the Chiang Kran battle against Burma
in 1545.

Some were merchants turned mercenaries.
This led to the establishment of a Portuguese
volunteer militia in the Ayutthaya army. The first
group comprised as many as 120-130 soldiers, who
played an important role in assisting the Thai army

at times of war.

Rewards for Military Deeds

The principle reward
granted by King Chairachathirat to
these Portuguese soldiers of fortune
was the allocation of land and
permission to build houses along the
Ta Khian canal and a Christian church
for priests to propagate their religion.
Mixed marriages produced offspring
and generations of part-Portuguese

descent in Thailand.
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Masterpieces of Mercenaries

In 1538 during the Ayutthaya period, King
Chairachathirat Led his troops, together with a militia
of around 120 Portuguese mercenaries, into battle
against Burma in the Chiang Kran skirmish. In return
for supporting Ayutthaya’s victory, the King granted
permission for the Portuguese mercenaries to
establish a settlement in Ayutthaya and to freely
observe their religious rites and ceremonies as they

wished.

Later, in 1545 a militia of 160 Portuguese
mercenaries became a major force of the Ayutthaya
army in defeating the army of Si Sattanakhanahud.
Then, due to political fluctuations and disorder in
Chiang Mai and internal disunity which resulted in
increasing difficulty dominating its northern colonies,
King Chairachathirat decided to go to war with Chiang
Mai. This was to prevent the Burmese from taking
opportunistic advantage. He commissioned Ok Ya
Kalahom (to serve the then Minister of Interior) to
recruit mercenaries from the Portuguese village to
serve as royal bodyguards. Partly with these
support of the Portuguese mercenaries, King

Chairachathirat earned a victory over Chiang Mai.
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In the Name of God

At all times, accompanying navy ships departing
from Lisbon, were 2-3 missionaries whose main tasks were to
spread the word of Christ and perform Mass for those on

board and local believers and converts on the way.

During the Ayutthaya period, there were three
Catholic denominations with a presence in Siam, namely the
Dominicans, the Jesuits of San Paolo and the Franciscans.
Religious premises for religious ceremonies and houses for

each were constructed on a permanent basis.

However, the propagation of Christianity in Siam did
not go well due mainly to wars and internal conflicts within the
Church itself. Although Siamese people had freedom to
observe any religion, it was not usually easy for them to

abandon the religion of their ancestors.
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Buddhism — Christianity

By 1567, the first Portuguese missionaries in
Siam, Jéronimo da Cruz and Sebastiao de Canto who were
previously based in Goa, India, had arrived in Ayutthaya.
Nevertheless, their efforts to promote the Church
encountered difficulties caused by the followers of other

beliefs.

In areas near the Portuguese settlements in
Ayutthaya, ruins of the three churches could be found. Over
100 years later, the locations of these churches were
marked on a map of the island of Ayutthaya prepared by
Simon de la Loubére, a delegate sent by Louise XIV, the then
King of France, who was granted an audience with King

Narai the Great of Ayutthaya.
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The Portuguese Village

The Fine Arts Department of Thailand has
discovered the archaeological evidence of large-scale
structures, including burial sites of 253 skeletons, and
artifacts such as coins and icons, dating back to the
22nd and 23rd centuries of the Buddhist era,
chinaware, pottery, door keys, earthen dolls and
ornaments. They have also uncovered seven skeletons
arranged in a linear formation, which are presumed to
be the remains of missionaries from the Ayutthaya
period. This structure then could have been one of the
buildings attached to the Dominican Church and
missionary dwellings. Much Later, in 2008, the Fine
Arts Department carried out further excavation to
search for the Jesuit Church, situated to the south of
the Dominican Church. However, the findings revealed
that the site was, in fact, a Buddhist holy place with the
foundations of the ubosot (congregation hall), vihara
(Buddha image hall) and pagoda, and the fragments of
numerous Buddha images. Therefore, if this area had
been the Location of the Jesuit Church as specified on a
map from the middle Ayutthaya period, its utility area
might have been changed to that of the Buddhist temple
with multiple structures constructed on top of previous

ones, for other uses
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land to the Partugueae as a reward for
supporting his victory in the Chwng Kral

there was a wider variety of professlons pﬁrt#ém
Siamese society: .

Militia
Although these soldiers were actually

merchants, they specialized in warfare, for tneyihaﬂ‘
lower-rank soldiers in the Royal Court of Poﬂuﬁal.

contribution included participation in the Chiang Kran
Chiang Mai battles and those during the reign of King
Naresuan the Great.

Merchants

The term here refers to independent b

who did met run businesses under the Patronage

Court of Portugal. However, the medium of commur

them remained Portuguese, so whenever the Royal |
Siam had need of their services, the Portuguese-Thai
interpreters from Malacca were hired to facilitats

Jewellers
, Gold and jewelry were goods of great |

the Europeans. Accounts of the import and export

Jjewelry both as goods and as tributary gifts to ans
frequently recorded in historical documents. The |
Jjewellers in the Portuguese community were S
Rodrigues and Senhor Porto.

Portuguese navigators and seamen
The Portuguese community in Siam ¢

great number of navigators and seamen in. In 15@

professions were also mentioned in a report by tﬁa
Royal Navy Court.

Singers and musicians

Singers and musicians were usually link

Church and used their talents to promote their relig

through music. They also taught Latin to those wﬁor
converted to Chrlsuanlty through songs and at fe:
they would sing and play musical instruments tnr the
audience.

Physicians .
Most Portuguese doctors commonly tr

patients with general symptoms and performed autcp,
They were instrumental in curing ng Tai Sa of Ay
suffered from tongue cancer.
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New Influences

From 1640 onwards, Portuguese influence
declined despite the enormous profits earned from the
spice trade in earlier times. In fact, Portugal failed to
contend effectively with the newly established British
and Dutch trading companies in the early17th century.
These companies focused on ruthlessly eliminating
trade rivals and monopolizing trade in all goods

possible.

Most important of all, Dutch trading companies
successfully came to dominate Malacca and other parts
of the Malay Peninsula so Portuguese commercial

influence was significantly undermined.

After the second fall of Ayutthaya in 1767 and
its independence lost to Burma for the second time, the
Portuguese Village was raided, and the settlers there
were killed, or fled for their lives to other towns,
Leaving only the ruins and traces of their formerly
well-established cultures. Some Portuguese migrated
south to settle down in northern Bangkok while others
continued further down the south to establish
themselves anew around the mouth of Bangkok Yai
Canal, maintaining their cultural identity and forming

another foreign community in Bangkok.




Revival of Relations

The large Portuguese community, with the
Santa Cruz Church as its center, came to be known by
the name ‘Chinese Kuti’ or ‘Foreign Chinese Kuti’
community, meaning the community consisting of both

Western [Portuguese] and Chinese members.

Later, In 1785, when the Nine-army War
broke out, the Royal Court of Siam received Portuguese
support in the form of armaments as described in a
Lletter expressing deep gratitude to the Queen of
Portugal for sending a shipment of pistols to help the
war effort. A parcel of land on the Chao Phraya River
was subsequently allocated for Portugal to build a
warehouse and houses, and so after only a few years
following the second fall of Ayutthaya, relations between
these two close countries, which had undergone some

unease, became fresh once again.
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Rooted in Relations

During the reign of King Rama Il of the Rattanakosin Era, the Portuguese
diplomat, Carlos Manuel de Silveira, was granted an audience with the King at
which he presented a Letter from the Royal Court of Portugal. This visit resulted
in Siam signing an important trade treaty which led to the construction of
Portugal’s riverside Embassy, the first foreign diplomatic mission of the

Rattanakosin Era.

During his state visit to Europe in 1897, King Chulalongkorn received a

warm, honorary welcome from King Carlos | and was invited on a sightseeing

tour of important places in Lisbon.
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- Legacy of Bonds

Of all the western nations to visit the ‘golden land’ of Suvarnabhumi, with
different objectives in mind, Portugal was the only country whose clearest purpose
was trade and religion. With no intention of creating conflicts for either the royal
court or the people of Siam, Portugal maintained a cultural policy directed at

~ learning and understanding the peoples of hitherto, unknown reaches of the world.
With this manifest policy to guide it, Portugal is consistently mentioned when it
comes to a history of good relations between Siam and Portugal.

The legacy of Portuguese cultures has cfianged over time and from
generation to generation. Besides the adoption of Christianity by some, the
adaptation of aspects of conventional culture to meet current conditions is now

- considered part of the wisdom of locals. As a result, clothing, ornaments, food,
traditions and language have been modified and assimilated into Thai and regional
ways of life.
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Portugal at Present

Following Portugal’s Loss of influence in the €ast, due to internal factors
and conflict, other powerful nations such as Holland, England and France became
much more dominant at the same time the Pormguese Royal Court was diminishing

in power.

Nevertheless, Portugal today, remains true to its appealing traditions,
especially with respect to faith and religion. With ongoing construction of evermore
magnificent places of worship, Portugal continues to preserve its ancient heritage
with its own distinct civilization. Portugal remains a small country with a relatively
small capacity in agriculture and industry but suffering a persistently high rate of

unemployment, when compared to other European countries. With a Location on . L s

the western fringe of Continental Europe, the country is not a major center
, Portugal has encountered the
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Rainbow of 500-Year Relations

With its record of historical relations, it is inevitable that
Portugal itself may, to some extent, adopt or absorb the cultures of
the East — both concretely and abstractly. That is, it is possible to
find those people with an Eastern appearance and complexion who
Llove to drink tea, eat off chinaware, live in an Eastern-styled house,
and even think Llike those from the East, who blend genuineness with

hospitality.

What is to be learnt from this enduring relationship is that
culture is @ human legacy — transferrable, attainable and adaptable.
Or, to put it simpler, culture knows no borders in this world, thus
there is no taking for granted that any one culture belongs to any one
nation. Without doubt, Learning to appreciate the historical context in
which cultures meet is a means to fostering an everlasting peace on
earth. :
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