THA TIAN : Where Bangkok City Was Born
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This temporary exhibition is created by the National Discovery
Museum Institute, in collaboration with the Tha Tian Community.

Tha Tian : Where Bangkok City Was Born

A New Page: from a Pier to a Place of Attraction

The exhibition of Bangkok that Thais should not miss

Through the years of the Kingdom of Ayutthaya and early
Rattankosin Period, up to the present time, Tha Tian has been a
remarkable community enriched with people living in harmony amid three
existing cultures, namely palace, temple and markets. As crossroads
of commerce and communication by the Chao Phraya River, Tha Tian
at that time was a centre for a wide variety of goods, satisfying the
needs of both commoners and palace members, and a firm foundation
for Bangkokian way of life related to river, canals and waterways both
on the Phra Nakhon and Thonburi sides.

As the society growing in prosperity, urban planning
expansion and decentralization of commerce and communication have
changed a status of Tha Tian. Nevertheless, its vital role has not yet

' ended, especially when MRT (Mass Rapid Transit) train system, a new
| means of communication, is coming. So, let’s keep an eye on the more
fascinating Tha Tian.
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Synopsis

Tao, Wan and Song had submitted their Tao

Tha Tian : Where Bangkok City Was Born
1  Tha Tian Exhibition

The exhibition is presented through an assignment report by grade-12 students.
The topic of the assignment, “Tha Tian: How Can We Love Without Knowing?”, is
a part of Social Studies course requirement, aimed to study the historical background
of the Tha Tian community as a place existing before the present ‘Bangkok’ so that
the students’ understanding of Bangkok will be much enhanced. Therefore, through
preparing this report, those students have an opportunity to know the past, understand
the present time, and ready for any changes in the future.

2 Short Film "The Origin of Bangkok, The Origin of Love"
An adventure of three grade 12 students who search for the origin of
Bangkok a mission that need devotion with all their hearts, not their smart phones!

Characters
: Living with a grandpa, he was a son of dice

report on “Historical Background of the
Community Surround our School’ to Miss
Paew, their teacher, who returned it with

unfavorable comments that their report was

a copycat full of Google information. So,

sellers. He is curious and hard to believe in things, without
proving. Besides preparing the report in question, another
important mission is to make his childhood best friend like
Wan become his girlfriend.

Wan : She is a sweetheart girl who loves Tha Tian

they need to rewrite this report and make
the best of it because it is not only the last
requirement before graduation, but also it

and thus hopes to further her study at the Faculty of
Archaeology, Silpakorn University. Her father is a creative
businessman who wants to turn his sugar factory into

must be a masterpiece prepared by
Tha Tian descendants who cannot love
without knowing their own community.

a boutique hotel.

Song : Song is from a well-to-do family. Despite his
interest in stock exchanges, he is happy to join his friends
in search for the origin of Bangkok. He is so helpful,
and yet troublesome sometimes, that everything gets done
very well, including those things like the report mission
and heart mission.

3 Tha Tian Maps 4 AR for €xtended Dimensions 5 QR Code for Telling Story of Tha Tian
in Learning about the Past

Walking Map: to know
the major areas and

in the Present World

Learn about Tha Tian in the past
and the transition for the future.
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places of Tha Tian
technologies applied to the
physical world, this exhibition
presents the AR to enhance
the Learning of Tha Tian’s
interesting history.

* Where is the Fort?

® Chinese's Giant

* The First University
. * Court Ladies’s Market

* Now & Then

Mind Map: to know
what makes Tha Tian
an origin of Bangkok

With the ‘Virtual World’ * The First BTS

(Bangkok Tram System)

* Plays @ BKK’s First Theatre

* Bangkok’s First Shopping Mall

* Legendary Coconut Trade

® The Last Generation of
Wholesalers?

* Wat Pho Heritage

* “Inn a Day,” a Time of
Transition

* Secret Recipe of Tha Tian:
Salted €ggs!

* Selling Seafood by the River?

® Museum of Siam
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Bang-kok Before Bangkok

NIWONENNAINA
USIuvAeY 917
W.A. WEas

lner Faidey duv
(Mwn: veaanuIEive)
Nl

An aerial photograph
of Tha Tian area,

ca. 1955, taken by
Peter Williams-Hunt
(Source: National
Archives of Thailand)
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Tha Tian, situated on the bank of Chao Phraya River in the inner area of Rattanakosin Island, is
the site of historical significance with temple, palace and the founding of cities that can be traced back to the
Ayutthaya €ra.

Through the reigns of King Trailokkanat and King Ramathibodi Il, the Kingdom of Ayutthaya was
prosperous and wealthy due mainly to international sea trade. The Chao Phraya River was its major route
in trading. There were more canal diggings and restorations to serve large vessels. In the reign of King
Chairacha Thirat, 'Klong Lad' or Chao Phraya River Bypass was dug between the Bangkok Noi and Bangkok
Yai estuaries and Samrong and Tab Nang canals were restored. This led to changes in waterway paths. That
is, canals turned into rivers while the river became shoal. Therefore, the riverside communities were instead
resettled at the end of Klong Lad, which became a rest area for international ships and junks and grown into
a centre of trading and, eventually, an urban community called ‘Bang-kok’.

Bang-kok was even more significant in its role during the reign of King Maha Chakkraphat when it
was elevated as a major border town where all junks were required to be anchored and to report related
details of goods and passengers, and to pay both entrance and exit taxes. This continued for more than 300
years. Entitled as “Thonburi Srimahasamut”, Bang-kok was in perfect location, where the Palace was at the
heart, and it contributed to growth and prosperity of two eras — Thonburi and Rattanakosin.
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A sketch of the city walls and forts in Tha Tian area, ca. 1864, by Albert Berg
(Source: Die Preussische Expedition Nach Ost-Asien)
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A sketch of the Vichaiyen Fort, ca. 1688
(Source: 500 Years of Thai-Portuguese Relations:
A Festschrift, 2011)

The Thonburi Kingdom was mostly in politically critical situation, resulting in forts and bulwarks
along the Chao Phraya River. A majority of people lived on the western side of the river (presently known
as Thonburi side). Most people living in Tha Tian, on the eastern side of the river, were foreign migrants and
displaced people from wars, especially the loyal Chinese people who followed King Taksin from Ayutthaya.
Settled down along the Chao Phraya River, the Chinese migrants played a vital role in terms of economic
system. Their capabilities encompassed a diverse range of skilled labor (e.g. ironworkers, carpenters, paint
workers and masons) and manual labor (e.g. those in junk building, salt farming, tin mining, plantations of
sugar cane, pepper, cardamom, tobacco and spices)

In the early Rattanakosin €ra, Bangkokian way of life was closely related to water and waterside
areas. Along the shores, the Chao Phraya River was crowded with floating homes and rafts, and a wide variety
of water vehicles like junks, sailboats, cutters and rowboats. Bangkok was known among foreigners at that
time as ‘Venice of the East’ because of its dependence on the river and crisscrossed canals as its source for
way of life, trades and transports. Over the years from Ayutthaya to Rattanakosin, the river and riverside
trades has remained unchanged as a heart of prosperity and growth.
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Chao Phraya River (present)
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Chao Phraya River (old)
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Birth of Bangkok
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After the establishment of the Chakri Dynasty in 1782, King Rama the 1st issued a royal command
to move the Palace from Thonburi, the previous capital on the west side of the river, to the spot where it now
stands in the vicinity of Tha Tian, which were the Chinese and Annam settlements at that time. As a result,
the capital was reestablished. Thonburi city walls were removed and then were rebuilt on the east. Fourteen
fortifications were built and moats were created around the city area. Government offices were also moved
to the new capital. There was also a major renovation of Wat Pho (Pho Temple), a royal temple established
in the reign of King Taksin. In addition, several palaces were built in the area at the back of Wat Pho.

In the reign of King Mongkut, Thais were still considered as the social members of ‘water
community’ due mainly to their settlements along the shores of Chao Phraya River, canals and waterways.
Their homes and shops were scattered around the shores or on land connected to waterways. On the other
hand, temple, palaces, government offices and residents of noblemen were situated on plots of land, most of
which were granted by His Majesty the King.

Major markets, with both fresh and dried food available, were unquestionably those located along
the canals and river, and around estuary. Sellers, either retailers or wholesalers, were on rafts and in
vending boats in the communities such as Tha Tian and Pak Khlong Talat. However, although those markets
on land were available, they were quite relatively smaller. Sometimes, this kind of markets, such as Thai
Wang market, were only stalls, placed in the areas rented from the members of the royal family, noblemen
or temple, reselling foods and goods bought from floating markets. The customers were city dwellers.

Later, after the Bowring Treaty (1855), Siam engaged more in international trade. A change in
economic forms resulted in that of urban development in which the ‘“and’ community was more emphasized
than the ‘water’ one.

< FaguAnyualvgiuilenasanisuyn o vindau | A SauuwituAnsudavindiay (Au: eIRnuIesugag)
519 W.A.LEes (U7 NOIANUIELNGUINYIA) Rafts and floating shops at Tha Tian

A large merchant ship anchored at Tha Tian, (Source: National Archives of Thailand)

ca. 1955 (Source: National Archives of Thailand)
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Afterwards, in the reign of King Chulalongkorn, with new more roads, more and more people lived
on land. Roads, instead of waterways, became a major route of trades. The King orderd to build shop houses
with their fronts facing the streets. These shop houses were for rent so that people were able to trade. There
were only a few palaces found in the vicinity of the Grand Palace. So were those of the noblemen.

Tha Tian was still considered as the largest market in the early Rattanakosin €ra. Located near the
Grand Palace, it encompassed the area up to Pak Khlong Khu Muang Derm, which was another large market,
opposite to Vichai Prasit Fort at the Former Palace on the Thonburi side. This market was previously known
as ‘Talat Pak Khlong’, but it has been somehow called ‘Pak Khlong Talat” up to the present time. Both markets
were centre for goods from major towns in the northern and southern regions, including those imported from
China.

However, not only those two large markets, but also a neighbouring small market named Morakot
that were engraved in local people’s memories. Among people in forties, this market was better known as
Talat Kao (literally, old market) or lao tok lok in Teochew dialect. Owned by the House of Benbadhana and
located between Tha Tian market and Wat Pho, the market was named after the Royal Concubine Morakot,
Prince of Pichai's mother, as both the Benbadhana Palace and the market were built in the same year of 1901.

Built in parallel with Tha Tian market, the Morakot market included a brick-and-mortar shop house,
winged with wooden shop houses. It was an open market. Along the riverside in the market was the Suphan
pier or Si Lued Moo pier, one of the largest and most active piers in the Tha Tian area. Prior to the World
War I, the Morakot market was regarded as Siam’s most prosperous market with every product available
24 hours. With fully occupied space, there were shops distributing both wholesale and retail goods which
included fresh foods and items for daily life that were taken from the Suphan pier.

In 1963, the market was unfortunately on fire. It was then replaced by shop houses and a small
market in the area connected to Maha Rat Road. However, the market was later pulled down and nowadays
it's an branch office of Krung Thai Bank, Tha Tian branch.

A NSRS LRI U TATWE
(79: NOIANUIEINAUINYIE)
Stalls by the walls of Wat Pho
(Source: National Archives of Thailand)
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Trading in Soi Tha Rongmo, Tha Tian
(Source: National Archives of Thailand)




NISANUIALNIUNLAZITALUS

Waterway Communications
and Passenger Boats
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In the past, establishment of markets would follow riverside settlements. Likewise, the Tha Tian
was one of the largest market-based communities, by the Chao Phraya River. Its location was excellent for
transporting goods along the river branching out into a large number of canals and ditches, and also for
being a rest area for merchants and their goods. Therefore, waterway communication and transportation were
a major means for people who would like to do any activities in Tha Tian. The important role of waterway
communication was confirmed by availability of several piers such as Rong Mo, Khao Phod (Tha Hin), Bang
Bua Thong, Red, Suphan, Green and Cooperative piers which can still be seen today. At that time — around
30 years ago — these old piers were used by those living in the countryside or by agriculturists who wanted
to sell their produces at the market. Local people in Tha Tian community usually had houseBbats, which were
moored in long lines around the piers.
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A model of replica double-decker
passenger boat, with destinations
between Tha Tian and Suphanburi

Festival No. 2, 2010.)
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(Source: Programme, Local Museum

Originally, people from the countryside usually took a passenger boat in going places. The
passenger boat was a large double-decker one. On the upper deck there were benchlike seats with backs
arranged in rows for passengers and the baggage area at the back. On the lower deck the engine chamber
was placed in the middle, with freight on the available space. The passport boat service was provided for
trips along Chao Phraya River between Tha Tian and provinces.

From Tha Tian Pier, passenger boats served different routes with destinations as follows:

Red Boat — Terminal at Tha Tian Pier. Stops included Phra Padaeng, Nonthaburi, Phak Hai, Sena,
Ayutthaya, Chainat, Singburi, Pak Nam Pho. The regular goods on board were salted fish. The pier of Red
Boat service has been known among local people as ‘Soi Tharue Dang’ up to the present time although the
service is not available any more.

Crimson Boat — Terminal at Crimson Boat Pier, or Suphan Pier. It is actually the former Morakot
market, or Soi Tharue Suphan in the present time. The boat goes to destinations between Tha Tian and Pak
Nam Pho. The stops included provincial piers like Nonthaburi, Singburi, Ang Thong and Pathum Thani. Regular
customers were merchants from the north who purchased goods from the capital and took them home for
sale.

Green Boat — Terminal at Green Boat Pier, Soi Pratu Nokyung, which is still known among Llocal
people as ‘Soi Tharue Khiaw’. Stops included Ban Phaen, Lad Bua Luang, Ayutthaya, Chainat with the last
stop at Singburi. The route was taken through Phai Lom Temple in Suphanburi.

In addition, other boat services were also provided at Khao Phod Pier, or Hin Pier with destinations
between Tha Tian and Bang Sai and Suphaburi; Bang Bua Thong Pier, located in the Sab Sin market, which
was supervised by the Crown Property Bureau, with stops between Tha Tian and Bang Bua Thong; and Rong
Mo Pier, with destinations between Tha Tian and Phra Padaeng. Nowadays, Rong Mo Pier is a pier for ferries
and express boats.
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In the past passenger boats

were major vehicles for travelling
between Bangkok and provinces.
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It was not until the year 1887, in the reign of King Chulalongkorn that tram was introduced in
Bangkok by a Danish company. At that time, the tram was first drawn by horses. Later, the tramway system ’
service started in May 1894.
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Approximately, five years after the end of World War I, tram concession was terminated on the
31th of December 1949. Then, on the 1st of January 1950, the government continued its operation on behalf
of Bangkok Electricity Co., Ltd., under the Department of Public Works, the Ministry of Interior. However,
according to the country’s massive development scheme initiated by Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat, tramway
system service and cycle rickshaws were banned in Phra Nakhon and Thonburi areas. Consequently, trams
became scaled down and totally discontinued in the capital on the 11th of October 1968, leaving the 80-year
experience with trams only in the memories of Bangkok citizens.
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The first tram was drawn by horses.
Later, it was electrically operated in
1894 J
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Prior to 1897, a tram fare cost as
much as 8 at (if compared to how a
bowl of noodle soup was priced only
at 1 at in the reign of King Rama V)
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Wat Pho or Wat Photharam is situated at the
south of the Grand Palace. It was believed that it was
built around 1688-1703 in the reign of King Phetracha
during the late Ayutthaya period (the builder was
unknown).

lts major restoration, mostly with space
enlargement and renovation, took place during the reign
of King Rama Ill. New structures built during his reign
included the congregation hall, viharas, and the Reclining
Buddha Hall. This restoration was praised as the first
establishment of ‘university’ for ordinary people, according
to the Preface by Prince Damrong in his book on the
collected inscriptions at Wat Pho:
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Traditional Thai pharmacopoeia and inscriptions of Thai style massage
on the walled cloister around Phra Maha Chedi Si Rajakarn

“... Since Phra Nakhon had been founded as a capital of Siam, the last Kings
ardently and continuously devoted themselves to establishing, supporting, developing,
improving and renovating so many places, antiquities, and related affairs. When it came
to the reign of King Rama Ill, ethical prosperity and the growth of knowledge were
emphasized and enhanced with Buddhist temples as the centre of academic fields. ... Of
all temples and monasteries our Kings founded, Wat Pho, built by King Rama |, is the
largest one. Nevertheless, the temple had been in a state of decay during the reign
of King Rama Ill, who then had it restored for a special intention. That is, Wat Pho
would become the centre of many fields of academy for all — the centre for equality
in education. To put it pragmatically, it was meant to be the ‘university’ which provided
elementary education or general education for all, whereas secondary education that
will contribute to future professions remained available within families. Those who are
non-family members or those common citizens are not given any opportunities to obtain
this kind of education. ...Therefore, His Majesty the King graciously had any textbooks
appropriate for secondary education revised and written, and then inscribed on stones
placed around the Wat Pho area. ...”

| NANIYUGITAING (U7 VEIRNUIINAUITIA)
A bird's view of Wat Pho (Source: National Achieves of Thailand)
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Wat Pho Holistic Kknowledge
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King Rama | had the traditional Thai pharmacopoeia
collected and statues of contorted hermit exercises moulded
in 1788. No exact number identified. Worst of all, the statues
were moulded by gold-plated clay so their condition was easily
deteriorated. Later, in 1832 during the reign of King Rama Il
commissioned Prince Narong Harirak to supervise the mouldings
of 80 contorted hermit exercise postures with verse inscriptions.
Unfortunately, only 24 statues survived because some were dam-
aged during relocation, and some were stolen.

The materials for the statues built in the reign of
King Rama Il were made from pewter. They were placed at the
walled cloisters, featuring the verses describing the postures and
healing effects. There were 85 verses , collaboratively created by
35 persons, namely His Majesty the King, his brothers and sisters,
his sons, noblemen, monks, and laymen.

Furthermore, His Majesty the King also had the 60
ancient drawings of Thai massage inscribed on Wat Pho’s cloister
walls so as to disseminate knowledge about massaging for the
benefit of all. Verse inscriptions can be categorized into Lliterary
works, proverbs, sanitation, etc. This management of inscriptions
available and easily accessible at the temple was deemed as
establishment of Thailand’s First Open University.

Regarding the traditional medical science, His Majesty
not only had the drawings and mouldings of 80 contorted hermit
exercise postures, but also 30 pairs of marble inscriptions about
palmistry made. €ach pair demonstrated, in minute detail, bodily
important spots for massaging. These inscriptions were placed on
columns and walls of cloisters.
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The statues of contorted
hermit exercises, showing
how to heal stiffing
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The inscriptions of palmistry,
presenting bodily important spots
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The Chinese rock
statue originally
used as ballast on
ship and usually
mistaken as Wat
Pho giants
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The Legend of

Temple Guardians

o

UL AN EIALA LA NEIAING

'3

gnEinuds  (Jnagos)  anwanuiRediunsy

udddmsren AauvintiugnutusuRsullvun . AdnuaynguturassnuiuiEastladaudn
Tladradunmeaundizes “vinfaw” uazdinaslsznauniwaunsfduiasatinaaynauiulag

AUTANA uAsil

ifmey ey dnvsaudasavesiay
FIUNILTNMNAIWT LN UN
uagivinmaasalng
iwsreasauduTuvindliuon dauvatemanvanewuggenly
friuasaiy Widansls lusunauwseinlndiiubiae
ginyd einy einy gnunuveng dny
sunulivaneen deluaauwn
Fodusalugdnaaiudng lhistnfwausin
Isssuibaudey vinuaunasfidauaiaursay
lutanmauzastilaiduaideu
iudIduANIWaINL ey
udaBgendsuduunavlvidagg
duuvasdaaiay sauaduu...
AselLuMAzn BSEnIvuALLY

One of the most famous legends is that of
the guardians at Wat Arun and at Wat Pho. These
guardians have an appearance of Ramayana-based
giants. Legend says it that there was a battle
between the guardians from both temples by the
Chao Phraya River. The fight was so fierce that the
area became swept. This legend is also adapted and
made as a feature film called 'Tha Tian'. The film’s
theme song was performed by Meesak Nakharat in
a lively manner:

O, the guardians at the glorious Wat Arun,
are, at once, flying over the Chao Phraya River
to a pier at the back of Wat Pho,
where various kinds of trees are to much avail,
in a silent battlefield without any monks being ailed.

Guardians against guardians! In a guardian way!
After series of battles, after hours of hassles,
those trees torn from the ground, all ripped down.
Nothing Lleft behind but all the empty ground.

Whether for or against the fight,

Their friends prefer solution in sight.
Therefore, the guardians sign the peace treaty
and to their temples they return and ready.
That is how the Tha Tian ground became empty.
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Buildings and the Prince Theatre founded by

of Bangkok under the Reign of King Rama V.
Bangkok: Muang Boran, 2001 )
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Inside the Prince Theatre (Source: National
Archives of Thailand)

Chao Phraya Mahinthon (Source: Panoramic View

Prince Theatre

The Prince Theatre was owned by Chao Phraya Mahinthon, who was commissioned
by King Mongkut as a charge daffaires to €ngland and thus inspired by the London Theatre.
He applied €uropean theatrical styles to improve lakhon nok, a kind of Thai play performed only
by males. As a consequence, the play was developed into a new kind called lakhon phan thang
which integrated details from different Thai literary works.

Originally, Prince Theatre would perform at will. When there were any special
occasions like a state visit by foreign guests, The theatre entertained them and, fortunately, other
Siamese people were able to enjoy their shows free-of-charge. It was not until the year 1882
that the Prince Theatre had performed at the Royal Field on occasion of the Bangkok centennial
celebration and sold tickets for the first time.

‘Wik’ is a newly coined Thai word originated from the performance run by Chao Phraya
Mahinthon. It was derived from the €nglish word, ‘week’, because its performance was weekly
scheduled and the audience kept using ‘week’ as a key word to represent this activity. The popular
literary works used in performance included Dalang and Rajathiraj and their costume was so
accurate and realistic that they received a warm welcome from the audience.
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Siam’s First Office Buildings
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The role of Tha Tian varied over time. They were not only palace, temple and
markets, but also several important modern government offices that have shaped its own
community as a lively one. Those government offices are as follows:

International Court of Justice

After the fire disaster in Tha Tian, King Mongkut had Phraya Phetphichai supervised
building the International court of Justice for cases involving both Siamese and subjects of the
treaty powers and Ambassador's Residence at the back of Wat Pho. The court was established
to help protect the rights of Siamese people who became defendants in any cases involving
foreigners in Siam.
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After the great fire of Tha Tian in
1857, King Mongkut established the
Court for Right Protection of Thais.
(Source: Panoramic View of
Bangkok under the Reign of King Rama
IV. Bangkok: Muang Boran, 2001)
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The Royal Survey Department

After his investiture, King Pinklao, who was the second king In the reign of King Mongkut,
moved from the Former Palace to reside at the Wang Na Palace. (Bangkok National Museum nowadays)
Then he granted the Former Palace to Prince Wongsa Dhiraj Snid and another palace to Chao Phraya
Sutham Montri (Bunsri, the first generation of Buranasiri family) whose former home was in the
vicinity of this palace. Afterwards, when this plot of land became Royal property, the Royal Survey
Department was built there, and later replaced with Ban Pranee Training Center of the Central
Juvenile and Family Court.
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Ministry of Commerce

At the back of Wat Pho, King Rama Ill had these four palaces built for his four princes, namely
Prince Chettha Thiben, Prince Ammarenbodin, Prince Ngon-rot and Prince Bhumin Bhakdi; and the fifth
palace for the Royal Mother Mattayaphithak. There existed a cluster of five palaces, were later transferred
to the government and became the Ministry of Commerce offices during the reign of King Vajiravudh and
Phra Ratchawang Police Station.
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100-years-old Shophouses and Tha Tian Market
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Immauwmmuumsfmfﬂﬂjﬂuiwmaummqu ﬂqumgLmeLmﬂumuuL?unzgummi sl b eneRr e o) e perlio
widlsdlugausnasaanuinlasudnwansdunn uazaziaun1gnvszuulalladlugausng which riverside trading became that on land and even on the
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Changes about Tha Tian
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Space enlargement of the palace and government offices brought about a greater number of
peasants and labourers who worked for their superiors in the area. Therefore, Tha Tian played a more
vital role as a centre of administration, religious faith, and commerce, which contributed to Bangkok’s
long-lasting economic growth. With rapid changes and improvements in the reigns of King Mongkut
and King Chulalongkorn, during which international trade was more active, more roads were available,
automobiles replaced trams, waterway communication was replaced with land transportation, and
shophouses and markets on land replaced riverside markets. Nevertheless, Tha Tian remained
significant as a centre of commerce up to the present reign of King Bhumibol.

NINONYUFIUTIIUVUALULRAINITWRIUIIINARINUILIGARIAUN (TIUT © NEIANLIELNAUYITIA)
A bird's view of the Tha Tian area, showing development changes from riverside market into
marketplace on land (Source: National Archives of Thailand)
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Tha Tian and Its 500-Years-0Old Community
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The characteristics of Tha Tian community settlement signified changes, both physically,

conceptually, chronologically and historically, in terms of utilisation of land, variety of buildings and other
structures, and community expansion. from the Kingdom of Thonburi, the early period of Rattanakosin up to
the present reign, this helps identify evolutionary changes in the Rattanakosin Island area in which Tha Tian
has remained its core community, and more significantly, this contributes to understanding of Bangkok history.
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JANJuU Wat Kudibon
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flauAlpuilse@E Vichai Prasit Fort ¢,
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. TsaiSauan Boat Quay
. WIzENlBHNINeATET Minister of Commerce’s Residence

. 1¥IWszaNSAUNNiNG (au) Residence of a high-ranking nobleman

. Wawsstnuv@unayvinanluy Residence of a high-ranking nobleman
. thunsuniiuuiunswvinyg (vinuyn) Palace of a Prince
. IAWS19 Wat Pho

. tUn#nlng Cemetery

. Un#inel3s Cemetery

. flaudlyiauns Vichaiyen Fort

. aanaUan Fish Market
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Land Use of Tha Tian: Thonburi (1767-1782)
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muﬁuﬁ' Lychee Farm

J9g2uil9Rn Palace of a Prince

JFaNJuu Wat Kudibon

JAUAY Wat Chaeng

W33 395UYT Thonburi Palace
tlauAlyelsz@ns Vichai Prasit Fort
ARNAUNANA Coconut sugar Market
WITUTUUNIIIET Grand Palace

Tsaifiu, TsedauiSanwsesnuis Royal Barge Dock

. 19A8YRUAN Royal Storage

. WNTuUdAITIYINY Palace of a Prince

. thuidawszensaunsiuds (nu) Residence of a high-ranking nobleman
. nan9 Royal Property

. flavuuundind Mahayak Fort

. IanTslrgwudnaiunanIng Wat Pho

. NaamEagnLnn Sampan Ship Dock

. tinudnwszanwszAad (M) Residence of a high-ranking nobleman
. lauungnyd Maharoek Fort

. nfnel§9 Cemetery

. AanAUan Fish Market
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Land Use of Tha Tian: King Rama | (1782-1809)
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19.
20.
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22.

"fﬂ'ﬂ‘{mi’m‘)i’ﬁ’m Wat Arun
W52 39LAY Former Palace
flauAdlyenls=8nE Vichai Prasit Fort

AaNAUNANA Coconut sugar Market

WITUTUUWISIYIS Grand Palace

ﬁwwsxmﬁaum Residence of a high-ranking nobleman
fnuwszenyalu Residence of a high-ranking nobleman

159lsi@an Stone Mill

ﬂ"mwsz’imﬂqma James McCarthy’s Residence

(The First Director - General of the Royal Thai Survey Department)

. IWTzEAWUANATIAANTIN Wat Phra Chetuphon
s )
. ARANILAEUY Tha Tian Market
. AAAUING Morakot Market
. Bnsunduilsauiiunslsay Prince Benbadhanabongse’s palace
. 1591381uL81901 Saovabha School
. J9a9dunY ¢ WIsadA Complex of 5 Palaces
. Ts9RUWULRUANISUN Printing House of

the Royal Thai Survey Department

aaWRlAnsuuNUANMNg Office of the Royal Thai Survey Department
N3ENIWINHATIZNNT Ministry of Agriculture

N3ENTWEITUNIT Ministry of Education

TssFaugiunnat Sunandhalai School

AavRUANTNSY waus In B. Grimm & Co’s Warehouse
aanalan Fish Market
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Land Use of Tha Tian: King Rama V (1868-1910)
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NaIvinisa The Royal Thai Navy

TPagUIN21I9U Wat Arun

W33 9LAY Former Palace

tlauAlyasz®&n3 Vichai Prasit Fort
WITUTUUWIIIET Grand Palace
tnuwnuazalugsdnsnauSwns Courtier lodge & Club
guunAsnAsud Nagaraphirom Park
TanTzisnwWUINANIAaNIIY Wat Phra Chetuphon
aanAvinBaU Tha Tian Market

. @1Aswadiad Shophouses

. NAUTAWTELBAWUT Wat Pho Property
. TsaiSaunndisannsAsnsIans Tangtrongehit College
. 339nTwed Chakrabongse Villas

. MiTNYW&R Royal Property

. Saduugany Museum of Siam

. annilAng9auATUNA W31 Phraratchawang Police Station
. Ts9i5ausn3dl Rajini School
. ¥ni3as181 Rajini Pier

nstawunenuvinaauludaqiu
Land Use of Tha Tian: King Rama IX (1946 — Present)
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Shrines in the Tha Tian Community
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AznIlaATadlndian
A bamboo container for sacrificial offering

Most of the Tha Tian community members
were Chinese with Teochew roots. Annual traditions
and rites celebrated and performed within families
included New Year Festival, Qingming Festival (Chinese
Memorial Day and Ancestors' Day), Moon Festival
(mid-autumn festival) and so on. In addition, there
was a semiannual ceremony performed by all
Chinese community members. That is, at the beginning
and the end of every year, they made a sacrifice to
gods. In particular, the ceremony at the beginning
of the year, which took as long as two nights, was
more important and full of ceremonial details.

In the Tha Tian community, there were
five shrines, namely Chao Pha Tonsai Shrine (Pueng
Thao Kong), located in Soi Pratu Nokyung, Chao
Pho Phraphum Shrine (Shrine of the household
god or Jiaw Ti Lao lea in Chinese), situated in Soi
Benbadhana, Chao Pho Fasang Shrine, in Soi Tharue
Suphan, Guan Yu Shrine, at the Tha Tian market and

ANALIFING TYIYUBUNUALUAITWATNE
Pictures of shrines in the Tha Tian community
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Professions of Tha Tian Community Members
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Middleman and Grocery
Tha Tian was a centre for supply chain through which goods passed intermediates like distributors,
middlemen, and then dealers who dealt with consumers directly.

At grocery, foodstuffs like fresh produces and processed farm products, and various household
supplies were primarily sold. The grocery items were directly delivered by the manufacturers, either as
consignment or outright sale. Merchants from provinces usually delivered a large number of goods for
consignment sale. Then, manufacturers would purchase these raw materials for processing their products.
For example, a glass noodle maker came to a Tha Tian grocery to buy mung beans for his glass noodle
production. Then he would deliver his glass noodles to the grocery for further sale.

This chain made Tha Tian the largest grocery, a famous destination attracting distributors and
dealers from different places. With a wide range of products available, key raw materials included shallots,
garlic, coconut, dried sea food, nuts, sesame seeds, fish maw, dry spices and palm sugar. Also, Tha Tian-made
products were toffees and salted eggs.
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Changes in the Tha Tian Community
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From the Old Trade Area to the New Hangout Hub in the Heart of City

With historical pages filled with trade centre, markets, temple and palace,
the charming atmosphere reminiscent of old Tha Tian remains unchanged among
Bangkok citizens and travellers who come spend their days and nights, enjoying
the picturesque Chao Phraya River that meanders through the heart of Bangkok.
Most fortunately, Tha Tian gives the most beautiful view of the Wat Arun — either

at dusk or dawn - in the Rattankosin Island area.

Drink

It is not only the travellers, who
get to know Bangkok with Tha Tian as its

first destination, but also the ‘drinkers’

who come to Tha Tian for both business
and pleasure.

Day : More than ten cafes available
for chilling out in a weekend and, for
freelancers working on weekdays.
Night : Suitable for relaxation in a rare
atmosphere with easy Llistening music
and a view of the Chao Phraya River
along with palace and temples from
rooftop bars.

Sleep

Chakrabongse Villas is Tha Tian’s first boutigue
hotel. This private palace was built in a western
architectural style, and later became a guesthouse for
friends of the family. Existence of Chakrabongse Villas
as a boutigue hotel is considered a turning point for
accommodation services in the area. As a conseqguence,
houses and old buildings hidden in the quiet alleys of
the old community have been changed, modified and
renovated into hotels, hostels and places for travellers
and tourists, encompassing the riverside areas of Soi
Tha Tian and Soi Pratu Nokyung, to Soi Pansuk and

Chakrabongse Villas.

€at
Besides fresh and dried foods, Tha Tian is also
a perfect place for dining with a wide range of cuisine
available, to name a few — authentic Thai, European and
fusion food. The best part is that the foods are cooked
of homemade style — the flavours and atmosphere you
can find only in Tha Tian.
Savory Dishes : Tha Tian assorted sea food; spicy deep
fried chicken with garlic; grilled salmon salad; fried
crab in yellow curry; Chakrabongse Villas’s Private
Dining; and Massaman egg benedict
Desserts : Yakult & Pepo Jelly cake; Fresh Coconut
Cake; Tiramisu Rolls; and Chocolate Mousse
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Voices from Tha Tian People
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1aaLaIngIAUERY Objects on Display Collection of
NIUULUNIYIT The Royal Thai Survey Department

“It’s not about ‘having’ or ‘not
having’ this community. The point is how
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to manage it in a very honourable manner;
how to live together and how to manage the
landscape that local people can take care of.”
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“If we want our children to get
smarter, we should not dump them
with department stores. There must
be some places other than those
malls, guesthouses and cafes because
this is the place of history.”

\BalanmuasAdviad  Photographs Courtesy of
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Audansruma @1nTwauIEnIg The Office of His Majesty's Principal Private Secretary
NMNUEMAUVIENR  nTuAalNg National Archive, Fine Art Department
YANTWLUATUIIENG (8IANITUNNTU) National Films Archive (Public Organization)
WUAWN  BATh Pantipa Chayapirad

“DANNYRILALIU
agnidunswaugs
aydniimierludsaeg

wasiu viadiu’

“In terms of Tha Tian direction,
| would Llike the place be
developed like ecotourism in
France, Germany and Japan.”
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“Puture? | want natural development 5
as it is; as it should be, as originated
from the roots and from what the
community people have from the
outset.”
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National Discovery Museum Institute 4 Sanam Chai Road, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok 10200
tel: 66 (0) 2225 2777 fax: 66 (0) 2225 2775
www.museumsiam.com | facebook.com/museumsiamfan
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