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Who Have Been the Historical Trendsetters for Siam?

Siam’s fascination with the foreign is not a recent phenomenon. Indeed, Siam’s elite
have been enchanted by the allure of the exotic for quite a long time.

Siam’s Longstanding craze for Luxurious imports can actually be an advantage.

It allowed us to pick and choose sophisticated trendy things from our highly
developed neighboring states, and then adapt and transform them to fit our tastes —

a process that helped create a distinctive Siamese identity. Embracing these trends
within the royal court also meant that Siamese elites were up-to-date and had close
connections to the realms that were sources of those trends.

Siam has emulated, borrowed, and adapted from various states over the centuries,
depending on the ever-changing political climate of the world. In the early period of
Siam’s development, Angkor, Java, and Indic civilizations were the source of Hindu
influences in art, religion, and cultural practice. Once we became more adept at
trade, China and Persia became the sources of excellent handicrafts and luxurious
items for the royal court to acquire and enjoy. And when the West took a center
stage, we then shifted to follow their trends without any hesitation.
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Sinicization

Sukhothai and Its Chinas

During the early 14" century of the Sukhothai kingdom, Chinese
ceramics were much in demand as luxurious goods because of their
excellent craftsmanship. The craze for china Led to the importation of
Chinese masters to hold workshops within the kingdom, training us in
special techniques for making different kinds of special porcelain.
The newly adopted tricks in producing more advanced technical
ceramics thus led to the so-called “Sangkhalok” ware, of which its

patterns and glazes bore a close similarity with the originals from China.

As a result of Sukhothai’s ingenuity, Sangkhalok pottery thus became
one of the most desirable exports of the time. Rumor has it that these
Sukhothai bowls became so popular that at the time they were chosen
to be part of Japan’s graceful tea ceremonies.
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This set of celadon wares bears its signature shades of
pale green glaze. It was much different from local wares
back:then thanks to those early technolegy transfers
from China.
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This set of Sangkhalok wares show special techniques adopted from
China's'masters - underglaze, in which black drawings were
applied on the clay before glazing. A motif, such as conch shells,
was specific to the locale, but some pattern designs reflect strong
Chinese influence - such as a fish showing proximity with the
Ying-Yang symbol, and chili pepper and flower motifs inspired by the
Chinese foliage design.
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A portrait of Kosa Pan weari

tatus of the S

with the Javanese keris on his waist. The his
Insignia says “Visuddhi Sundhara” written in Khmer script
All these imports were embraced in order to enhance the

amese elite at the tir

Indianization
The Khmer Empire and Its Sacred Scripts

The ancient Khmer Empire, which was centered in
present-day Cambodia, was one of the first states in the
region to inherit high cultures from global civilizations like
India. Khmer society thus became so sophisticated that it
was regarded as a “Big Brother” in the neighbors’ eyes.

As a new kingdom in the region, ¢
much to create its own identity. We simply adopted
L-conceived cultures from the people around us and
pted them to fit our natures. One of the concepts that
we bor rowed was th 1 of the God-King (Devaraja).
A special language d “rajasap” was invented to
communicate with the king, which used “big words” from
highly developed languages such as Pali, Sanskrit, and Khmer.

am did not need to do

o]

Apart from vocabulary, we also chose Khmer alphabets to
write religious texts. Their letters thus became sacred scripts
commonly used in divine mantras up to the present day.

“Ignoquas”
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A.Javanese keris is famous for its phallic-shaped hilt, representing the

cult of the Hindu deity Shiva, which was once widespread throughout the
archipelago. The hilt and the sheath are made of rosewood, decorated

with some precious stones on plated gold and silver, signifying the status

of the holder. This keris may have come from one of the royal courts in
Indonesia.
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Courtesy of Tara Sae Be

Indianization
Java and the Magical Power of the Keris -

For Slamese, the Javanese Kingdom (located in present-day
Indonesia) was another source of our noble trends. Java was
considered the hub of Indic civilization in the region and the
source of numerous Hindu influences in Siam, including the
“keris” — a mystical dagger indigenous to Java infused with
Hindu beliefs.

Traditionally, a Javanese man tucked a keris into his waistband
as both a weapon and an amulet. The hilt of a Javanese keris
was always fashioned to resemble a phallus, representing the
god Shiva - the Hindu pantheon. When the Sultans of Java
sent some keris daggers to the royal court of Siam, the trend
of carrying keris became popular among the Siamese nobility.

The Siamese diplomat, Kosa Pan, was also in fashion during his
day, having a keris tucked on his side. Although we cannot say
for certain whether he wore this as a weapon or a talisman,
we know that the wavy blades of this imported dagger
portrayed the status and trendiness of the bearer.
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Persianization
Kosa Pan and His Haute Couture

The Siamese diplomat, Kosa Pan, started a fashion craze
across the French territory in 1686 when he led the Siamese
embassy to Versailles in his extraordinary and exotic garb.

Even though not Llabeled with any brand name, at the time,
his clothing was elaborate, elegant, and novel in style. The
Lluxurious fabric was an import from Persia (present-day Iran).
Can you guess the reason why Kosa Pan opted to dress in a
Persian style rather than Thai when presenting our identity to
the public?

The answer Is that Persian fashion was “in.” At the time, there
were thousands of Persian people living in the Ayutthaya
Kingdom. Some came to Ayutthaya to trade luxury
commodities, while others settled there to work for the royal
court of Siam. Even King Narai had adopted the Persian style
for his attire, which was comprised of a long tunic, tight
breeches, stockings, and shoes, and by doing so, King Narai
had set a fashion trend for his courtiers to follow.
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A portrait of fully dressed
Kosa Pan wearing a tall
headdress and a
long-sleeved gown,
together with stockings and
pointed-toe clogs. ALl are
inspired by 16" century Persian
fashion.
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The reproduction of a frock Kosa Pan probably wore when attending
Louis XIV at Versailles in 1686. This knee-length crossover coat was
made of elaborate silk brocade imported from Persia or India.

The silk checkered sash wrapped around the waist was called
“Kamar Band" in Persian. If it sounds familiar, this is the origin of the
word cummerbund - a waist band worn with a tuxedo.
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This gown is & reproduction based on historical conjecture,
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Wavialian “Renge” Nununisuunigiuldlu - The Gown
Legacy of a Persian Fad

IUNTEINUNERIALY VIBLEDATLYDINT LN
Do you believe that the ceremonial gowns that Thai people

uinu’m’?ry LgﬂﬂjﬂﬁmWi'}Mutﬂb‘i‘:ﬂitﬂauﬁﬁ’[u wear for special functions — such as the elaborate

ot > ‘Jﬁ s & ceremonial gown of the Thai Prime Minister; the ritual
INAIUN ATLIVUIQQYT WASUUUAATUVUIA 0 of the Brahman priest; the traditional academic

anuldnsauauun autlunsanannnsLug gown; and the white ordination gown of the Buddhist
;. sae " L2 o monk — are a legacy of the Siamese fascination for
fuuie “Wasida” luaveysen Persian fashion some 300 years ago?

Have you ever wondered why there have to
be striped armbands on the sleeves of
“AUIA” MIBUOUANALT LI UAULYL these gowns?

, Let’stake a look at the picture
ansRasudaAgueimiin Wilnszau #aMaR  of the persian closk with
. horizontal stripes on the
sleeves just over the elbows.

AuARIuadstuIReAquIiusAuAtes) Does it bear some similarity
to our prestigious frocks?
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The Royal Ploughing Ceremony is an ancient rite performed annually for the auspicious
beginning of the rice cultivating season. The person who conducts the ceremony is 8
high-ranking official. It is assumed that the ceremonial gown was first used more than
100 years ago, and It eventually became a “uniform” worn up to the present day.

This gown had been worn during annual ploughing ceremanies for several years.
Have you ever wondered which part of the world such gown fashion came from, and
what the actual function of the striped armband on the sleeves is?

daiiayadauan oy nssnsasinuasuszaunsel
Courtesy of Ministry of Agriculture and Co-operatives
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An early 16th century Persian painting portrays a prince wearing a long
robe, which was originally called “Ruyi Qaba,” with a turban wrapped around
the extended Safavid baton. Does this Look similar to what Kosa Pan wore
when attending Louis XIV at Versailles?
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An attendant has a cloak worn open over the inner gown. This long-sleeved
“Joba” has a horizontal slit cut just above the elbow on each steeve for the
arm to pass through. This kind of pattern design Looks similar to traditional

gowns that Thal people still use on certain occasions nowadays.

8 Hunt for Paradise : Cour of Safavid Iran 18

s of Safavid Iran 1501-1576"
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Around 70 years ago on October 251930, the first
graduation ceremony in Thailand was performed, and the
dress code for an academic gown was first specified.

By borrowing some characteristics of the gowns of the
nobitity, Thai-style academic gowns were thus fashioned.

Are the graduates aware that the origin of these handsome
gowns came from such a far-away place like Iran?
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The graduates of the first and second
class of Chulalongkorn University’s
medical school were the first to wear
mesh gowns on Commencement Day.
They were bestowed Bachelor’s
Degrees in Medicine on

October 25, 1930.
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Thong-U Chanbunmi, M.D., from the second class of
Chulalengkorn University's medical degree, in a
unigue robe with striped armbands on the sleeves
similar to the Joba cloak of Persia, but our “mesh”
version is much more ventilated than the original.
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The first three women who earned
Bachelor's degrees in Thailand. On

their comn
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* Westernization

King Mongkut and His Gadgets

In the mid 19" century, during the reign of King Mongkut, the
once-powerful nations of India and China Lost their status as
epicenters of the modern world. In their place, the colonial
empires of the West became the new icons of everything
cosmopolitan and cutting-edge. Being adept at saving our own
skin, Siam’s ruling elite Learned to mingle with their new
friends - the Europeans — and began to accept their science
and technology as the first step to become “modern.”

Peculiar scientific instruments and appliances became objects
of interest for the Siamese elite. Royal residents were
teeming with oddities from abroad Like pendulums,
barometers, thermometers, microscopes, globes, cameras,
and telescopes; in other words, “all the instruments and
‘appliances which might be found in the study or library of
an opulent phitosopher in Europe.” (Sir John Bowring,
The Kingdom and People of Siam)

Although the primary purpose of these gadgeté was for
utilitarian functions, it can be said that they were also insignias
of trendiness for the Siamese elite to possess and enjoy.
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One gadget that became a fad among the Siamese elite during the
reign of King Mongkut was the pocket watch. The arrival of watches
also meant that the Siamese nobility had to learn how to read the
time. However, it seems that the watches were used more as status

symbols rather than for their original function.

That the status of objects is more impaortant than their actual

function is similar to today's iPad phenomenon, don't you think?
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Ladies in the court of Siam posed for this stunning photograph.
€ach dressed in a traditional lower garment, contrasted with a new
style of the European blouse, creating a novel Look for others to follow.

WSEQIENANWAININ NEIANLIENNAUNITR
Image from Office of National Archives, Ministry of Culture
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The leg o' mutton sleeve blouse became a hot trend in the court of
Siam around the late 1890s when King Chulalongkorn first visited
Europe, a period when this style of sleeves gained the most popularity
throughout the continent.

| Lifmﬁaqm"mmm Iy ANsAUETusIuaTw SowdmFeslny
‘ Courtesy of Sbun-nga Textiles Museum, Chiang Mai province
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H.R.H. Princess Suddha Dibyaratana, labeled as a hip figure in
Slamese society, also dressed in exquisite attire with stylish
voluminous sleeves,

WIERIINNBAIRIN NBIANUNYINAUUINF
Image from Office of National Archives, Ministry of Culture
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Westernization
High Fashion during King Chulalongkorn’s Reign

During the Llate 19" century, the horizons of the Siamese elite
extended far beyond the once powerful countries of India or
China. Within a few years, the center of civilization had shifted
to the West. The world was entering the modern era, and
Siam came face to face with the threat of Western coloniatism.

It was during the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) that
Siam grew much savvier in keeping up with international
trends. Whereas the Siamese elites of previous reigns were
just amateurs at borrowing from the West, by the Rama V
period, they had become skilled veterans in following the
trend “du jour.” Siamese courtiers did not hesitate to adapt
their dress in accordance with European fashion. By purchasing

nns “Bunesa” vaoﬁmﬁuuqamﬁaﬁau.ﬂmm’m luxurious commodities from abroad, Siamese elites were able
to project an image of themselves as being civilized and modern.
aan ¢ v . , nip o
Wﬂa“ Wiﬂu’i:u’]W’]ﬂU’WUUi:LWﬂQﬂQﬁUWuKUU Victorian blouses made of intricate lace such as those worn
by European ladies became a must-have item for ladies of the
Siamese court. Reflecting our superb skill at adaptation, the
new lacy top was then combined with our traditional bottom.
This iconic fashion merger between Western and Siamese

couture came to signify Thai identity for Llater generations.
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During King Chulalongkorn’s second trip to Europe in 1907, the fashion trend had
changed. The iconic leg o’ mutton sleeves had declined in popularity, giving way to
the newer trend - ruffled sleeves. Of course, Sia € courtiers never gave up on
Keeping up with the latest trend. It is at the end of his reign that fashion in the
Siamese court reached its pinnacte with glamorous laces and jewelries, all
imported from Europe.

LAUWIN Samdmdesing
m, Chiang Mal province
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o e B s Bangkok’s Baby Boomers and Fast Food
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After World War II, the United States assumed the role of
Leader of the “free world.” America has also acted as a
X “Big Brother” for ally countries like Thailand. During this
2MMN3INUAUNYBIABEAL Ustidudauninniumjuans period, the fad for everything Yankee prevailed, even

% ' d 4 o $ oy e influencing the way we eat.
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American fast food was introduced to Bangkok citizens in
the fifties with bottles of cola and soda pop. Then in the

asauisusn Weldauinaldfdnuauiuesinasiigudngdn  Sixties came the arrival of “Wimpy” - the first fast food
b 4 restaurant in Thailand. Unfortunately, business was down
T1uUseasd uansasladaasniaunvisawsiufinauyinnau as a result of the withdrawal of American troops at the

o 4 & - end of the Vietnam War.
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American fast food hit the shore hard again during the

alssnuafauduming an#i e uunsuldunalntm 4980s, when a series of brand-name franchise
v i = p: 5 . o 3 ) 2 restaurants flooded in, serving donuts, pizza, fried
WHYn WseABnuiu UATWELLUATINGS wusuAuanlanInLinga chicken, and hamburgers to Thai customers. During the

early days, these foods were considered luxurious meals
to be enjoyed by Thai families on very special occasions.

neufiBuniaiuluig amvnsfidsWlunsustssian “Auudaile”  Eventually, the food became an indicator of hipness for
Bangkok’s trend followers.
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The Colonel should feel hapc}y to know that his secret-recipe

& fried chicken has become one of Thailand's favorites, but he may
be a bit disappointed by the unpopularity of his coleslaw, which
was replaced by a more basic tuna salad. Do you know that from
a Thai perspective, American fried chickens are much more
“chic” than our Local counterparts?
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Pizza s considered a finger food, but Thai people serve it with

silverware to maintain proper soclal etiquette. Thais also eat

their pizza with Lots of ketchup creating a distinctively
Thal-style pizza-taste.
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| As soon as an international brand-name coffee shop opened its outlets
in Banghkok, Thai people readily became addicted to their mochas arid
lattés. The price of this cup of coffee makes a holder Look much
‘cooler’ than he was when holding a cup of local black kopi.
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When Thai people are asked about American fast food,

hamburgers and french fries are among th

come into their heads. While these fast foods Lack thi
and spiciness of Thai dishes, they nonetheless look ‘cool” in

the eyes of Local customers.
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Plastic-Age Ladies

Isn't it funny to learn that “plastic,” which appears to be one of
the culprits behind the greenhouse effect and global warming,
was once one of the most sought-after objects among Thailand’s ’/‘,
cutting-edge women when it was first introduced into Thailand
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A new kind of durable material, plastic was used in the
manufacture of numerous household items - appliances and

food containers in particular. Rumor has it that in the 1960s,
Bangkok's well-to-do would host special parties in their homes
to show off their brand new sets of imported tableware,
including dinner plates, bowls, Ladles, and serving spoons, all

in colorful plastic. Plastic became a symbol of trendiness,
while porcelain became old-fashioned.
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Around a decade Later, the craze for plastic household goods
made its way to the general masses with the arrival of
American airtight storage containers called Tupperware,
ushering in a new era of plastic-age housewives.
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During the 1960s and.1970s,
plastic kitchenware was
considered in-trend among
Thai women. It was an import
from Europe. or Amenica.

When first Introduced to
Thailand, this electric blender,
became so popular that Local
counterparts like the mortar
and a pestle fell out of use in
many households at the time.
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Globalization
The Nouveau Riche and Brand Names

We are fortunate that sumptuary Laws that restricted the use of
certain valuable objects to the elite stratum have been abolished.
Today, anyone who has money to spend is now able to appreciate
the imported goods that help to determine one’s status as
“civilized” and “modern.”

In today's borderless world economy, the elite are no longer
ranked according to the old criteria of nobility. Today, you can be
Labeled “elite” if you earn a degree from a top-ten university,
succeed in your career, make a handsome profit from your
business, or project your “good taste” through luxury
commodities. Imagine how much a member of the elite has to
spend on high-fashion, brand-name products in order to hold
their prestigious status as trendsetters.
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Formerly, a betel nut box served asa kind of social status
indicator for Siamese court ladies. It was a personal belonging
to be placed beside the lady when she socialized. Handles were
sometimes added to serve the purpose of easy transport.

Nowadays, women have high-fashion brand-name handbags as
thelr insignias. The trademarks on the bags demonstrate the
tastes and social status of the bearers, similar to those
prestigious seals on betel nut boxes of the past.

This betel nut box is a souvenir on the occasion of awarding a
higher title to H.R.H. Prince Yugala Dighambara (later Prince
of Lopburi) in 1888.
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Betel Nut Box Courtesy of Tara Sae Be
Hermés Handbag Courtesy of Suppachai Srivijit
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XENOMANIA

Siam’s Fascination with the Foreign
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XENOMANIA
Siam’s Fascination with the Foreign

Have you ever noticed that the Siamese have always been fascinated with
everything foreign?

Siam’s fetishism of the foreign commodity is indeed one of the distinctive
characteristics of Thai identity. These days, Thai people often proudly state that
we have never missed any trend from abroad — whether a European or an
American trend, a Korean or a Japanese trend — and it seems that our forebears
also took pleasure in keeping up with the latest trends from Cambodia, China, and
even Persia.

And have you ever noticed that the objects of Siam’s fascination come only from
the great nations?

Our taste for trends from the world’s high civilizations is a reflection of our desire
to show the global public that we are also part of this modern world.

Siam’s unceasing fascination with the foreign also reflects an internal
contradiction of Thai identity — on the one hand, we Thais often value prestigious
foreign objects more than we value our own cutture, but on the other hand, we can
be strongly nationalistic, particularly when we encounter non-Thais.
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Choices for the Wanna-Be-Trendy, Brand-name Devotees

Everyone longs to be trendy, don’t you? Many of us closely
observe what the trendsetters consume, as our role models
to imitate. However, when our finances are limited, fake
products are thus at hand.
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“One day you are In ... and the next day you are Out”
(Heidi Klum, host of the Project Runway show)

Being a trendy gal may not seem that tough. But you
will have to stick to a rigorous shopping routine, and
be dedicated to keeping up with the ever-changing
trends. You should have nothing to worry about as
long as the credit cards are at hand.

Have you ever been a fashion victim? Check this out.
You may laugh at some silly trends you have followed
in the past.
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Objects on display Courtesy of
Intellectual Property Rights Coordination Center
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Investigation and Suppression Bureau, The Customs Department
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These brand-name handbags are fake products that
were seized due to alleged infringement of intelligent
property rights. Producing brand knockoffs is
considered stealing ideas from other people. It also
creates a negative impact on the country’s economy.
Copying newly designed products means that we fail to
develop our own know-how by creating a trend of our own.

Or is the obsession with others’ fashion in fact one
instrinsic aspect of our identity?
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Her birth has changed our lives!
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Imported Hairstyles

Anaelsa Tuyamteduy
Lois Witson from the 1926 silent fitm
“the Great Gatsby”
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an urban girl in the 1930s

wiu luyaianeduu
the Victorian up-do
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Royal Mother Phae Bunnag
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Thai beauty queen in the 1950s

aayls mdians
Elizabeth Taylor
the upcoming Hollywood star in the fifti
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Thal superstar in the 60s-70s Ty g
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Audrey Hepburn
from Breakfast at Tiffany’s in 1961
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legendary singer Nantida
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Thai beauty queen in the 1960s

s Wediling aanazasid unalaund
Farrah Fawcett

from Charlie’s Angles TV series in the late 70s

wAninadu AU
Jacqueline Kennedy
the First Lady of the US during 1961-63
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Bui Simon

Miss Universe 1988
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Juansn guwand

Thai superstar in the 1980s i
ATIAUMRRuinaannuly
Chinese actress

from martial arts series in the 80s

Fudl avadrain gulasuna
Cindy Crawford
supermodel in the 80s-90s
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Upcoming movie star in the 1960s

19878 S0WNTBNUBLALIARAVAD
Elvis Presley
King of Rock & Roll during the 1950s-60s
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Thai bubble gum singers in the 1990s

dimes wladventivuuiannzdangu
the Beattles
Brit pop band in the early 60s
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Take That
UK’s sexy boy band in the early 90s
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yehduwasdida
the popular Thai String band in the 1970s
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Thai pop idol

2anatiaBui
Dong Bang Shin Ki
K-Pop boy band
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An all-time favorite handbag for Thai gals. It came in a rainbow of
different colors. There are not so many women who dare to wear it
now that it has become out of trend.

Used-to-Be-Rich Phenomenon

In the 1990s, a memorable decade for Thai people, the
country was so prosperous that we expected to become one of
the most influential five nations of Asia, among South Korea,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Singapore. For many of us back then,
life was so beautiful as we had a Lot of money to spend.

It was during this decade that a new breed of the Thai middle
class, or the yuppie, emerged. They were recognized by their
good education, professional careers, high salaries, and high
standards of living as well as their conspicuous consumption.
At the time, some of the urban hipsters regularly went
clubbing on Friday nights, followed by wine tasting on
Saturday, and spent their frequent vacations in fashion cities,
such as London, Paris, and Milan, to spend money on
everything brand-name. All were called upon to maintain and
enhance their desirable identity, images, and social statuses.

AUl of a sudden, the so-called “Tom Yam Kung” economic crisis
broke out, and Life turned sad for many of us — particularly
the ones who used to be rich.
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Basic T-shirts with screened logos on the chest. The bigger
the logos appeared, the prouder the wearers became.
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Learn English and Study Abroad

One of the compulsory educational experiences in the 1990s
for well-to-do college students was to study abroad. Tutoring
schools for brushing up and advancing their €nglish became
both a trend and a venue for some middle-class students to
hang out and show off. It was considered a big business in
preparing Thai kids for the TOEFL.
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The high-fashion brand “Versace” gained much popularity
during Thailand’s economic bubble period. With outstanding
designs, the brand thus became a trend among Thai politicians
and bigwigs, as well as the legendary Sa nguan Wongsuchat,
the most acclaimed English tutor at the time.

daiayadauandlay
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Courtesy of Sa nguan
Wongsuchat

SLS Serm Lucksutr
School
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Objects on Display Courtesy of
Matana Charernsri,

Padcha Tiptus,

Chayapat Thebpatipat,

Orawin Amornvivat
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Levi's 501 used to be a popular pair of jeans for Thai hipsters
hunting for coolness, though in fact the denims was originally a
common outfit for American miners.

18l unnadinannuaunzn:Tstl fadudulutiou
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This Italian brand was another stamp for social
approval for urban hip professional at the time.
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The Chinese TV Series Phenomenon
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MIUILERLIS Justice Bao Fever

During the mid 1970s, a TV series from Taiwan called “Justice
Bao” was such a phenomenal hit among Thai audiences that TV
Channel 3 had to extend its air time. As the title of this series
suggests, Justice Bao became a symbol of “fairness” and
“cleanliness,” as well as the fictional spokesperson for the
Local brand detergent that claimed to make your clothes as
clean as the character on TV for a fair price.
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Taking advantage of the “Justice Bao” fever among the Thai
TV-watching masses, Sahapat (Thailand’s leading company in the
consumer goods market) launched a new product bearing the
name of the said TV series — detergent “Justice Bao.” The iconic
portrait of Justice Bao also appeared on the packages with the
catchy slogan “Honest Value at Fair Price,” guaranteeing the
fairness and cleanness of every washing. The brand has thus
become one of Thailand’s legendary products.
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(meaning honest) and shampoo powder were still on the market
during 1980s, a couple of years after the show ended. Indeed, the
Legacy of the “Justice Bao” fever has lasted up to the present day.

TV Schedule Booklet Courtesy of
Thai Television Channel 3

MRIYNEINTIRE Kung Fu Fighting on TV

Chinese martial arts series flourished during the 1980s. The first to
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gain popular acclaim was “The Legend of the Condor Heroes,” on air on
Channel 7. The ratings were so high that Channel 3 had to launch the most
legendary show, “Reincarnated,” followed by a series of gangsters
dramas like “The Bund,” with its iconic theme song so popular that every
Thai kid was able to sing along.

What made these Hong Kong series so addictive? With their high quality
video recording, impressive special effects in martial arts scenes,
elaborate period costumes, plus well written scripts and the gleaming
image of Hong Kong as a metropolitan city of Asia, at the time still under
British administration, the series made Thai audiences feel “in trend”
when watching the shows on TV.
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The Five Tigers

Videotape cassettes, which began to gain
popularity in Thailand during the early 1980s,
were instrumental in starting the craze for
Hong Kong series. Videocassette rental stores
mushroomed all over the city. This was followed
by the launch of several entertainment
magazines that carried the latest celebrity
gossip on our beloved Chinese stars,
particularly on those five promising actors
(commonly known as The Five Tigers), who
later become the superstars of Asia.
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Over 30 years ago, everyone knew “The Five Tigers,” who created a craze
among Thai girts. Is this similar to our contemporary fascination with Korean
TV series?
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XENOMANIA : Siam’s Fascination with the Foreign

In Collaboration with
Museum of Siam, National Discovery Museum Institute
The Customs Department, Ministry of Finance

Directed by
Chiranan Pitpreecha

The exhibition is made possible by
The Customs Department, Ministry of Finance
Ministry of Agriculture and Co-operatives
Sbun-nga Textiles Museum

Chiang Mai Zoo

Thai Television Channel 3
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Sa nguan Wongsuchat, SLS Serm Lucksutr School
Suppachai Srivijit

Charit Pusiri
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Sucharat Tubtimcharoon
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National Discovery Museum Institute 4 Sanam Chai Road, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok 10200
tel: 66 (0) 2225 2777 fax: 66 (0) 2225 2775
www.museumsiam.com | facebook.com/museumsiamfan



