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Hat Tricks

Secret Stories under Siamese Headwear

Did you know that for the Thai, the top of the head is considered the most important, and indeed, sacred, part of
the body?

That’s right. And given this fact, I'm sure you will agree that we can learn guite a Lot about Thai society by
taking a closer look at what Thais have worn on their heads throughout history.

These days, Thai people do not wear hats as part of their routine wardrote. They mi
for whimsical fun as objects of fashion.

However, this was not always the case. In the past, it was the hat that mattered

This not-so-serious exhibition outlines different kinds of headdresses and hats donned by different people ove
different periods of Thai history. From a royal regalia to a sun helmet, a farmer cap to a beauty gqueen’s crown

a hat 1s far more than merely an object of fashion.
Y J

Let’s peruse the show, and be advised that every time you lift up those hats, Thailand’s top secrets will be
revealed before your eyes.
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Masks: Representations of Spirits in Sacred Ritual
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Did you ever know that ...

Thousands of years ago, our ancestors also liked to wear “hats.”

They were more like “masks,” not hats as we know them today, however.

They were “spirit masks” that shamans wore during ritual ceremonies to invoke
the supernatural powers to provide them with fertile land,

once they had learned to cultivate rice and had settled their own communities.
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In agricultural society, a rain ritual brings

people from different regions and ethnicities
to mingle together.
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CLiff painting at Pha Taem Khong Chiam,
Ubon Ratchathani Province
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In the “Phi Ta Khon” festival

of the Northeast, spirit masks are
made of sticky rice steamer baskets.
Their triangular shapes recall
those painted on the cliff.
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Today, the native peoples of Indonesia’s Borneo
still perform their traditional ritual dances in
full costume with spirit masks similar to those

of their ancestors. . '%
-
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Dancers of the past exerted their
full effort in their ritual dances,

causing some of today’s dancers
to feel a little inferior.

Image from “Masks of Kalimantan” by Michael Heppell,
published by Indonesian Arts Society, 1992
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A shaman wears a unique costume
comprised of a mask, horns, and feathers.
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Cave painting at Phi Hua To Cave, Krabi Province ws’mqmmuv\mmn I‘lifl"ﬁuﬂﬂ:'f[l;l‘ﬂ;
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Does this reddish mask from
a Southern folk date back for
thousand years?
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Image Courtesy of Anek Chayunnakorn
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Donning a mask, a shaman

becomes the spirit that the mask
represents.

Cave painting at Khao Sam Roi Yot, Prachuap Khiri Khan Pravince
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International Dvaravati Headdresses
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A Hat for

“The design of this extravagantly adorned
headdress which | am donning may be
the prototype for the headdress of

Nakhon Pathom kings. Anyway, Dvaravati society

becomes quite complex as there are kings,
priests, soldiers, and villagers who are
laborers. This social structure has also

fin
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do not make fun of me. Some say that

| am a dwarf, but some say that | am

a giant. Figures with a stout body like
me are found at the bases of stupas.

It is the Indian belief that decorative
sculptures at the entrance of the shrine
can give b 1gs to ones who come to
pay respects at the shrine. A dwarf

like me alsoc means fertility in cultivation.”
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“As a matter of fact, my stucco figure and
face looks rather different from my Indian
counterpart. My facial features Look more
like the local people. Is it possible that
the Dvaravati plebeians have big eyes,
thick lips, and curly hair, Like me?”
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u see the hat that | am wearing. Please do not
laugh at m | am a seaman from the far west.
They say that | am either an Arab or a P n merchant.

| sailed h seelk my fortune

Llocation of Suvarnabhumi is a tr

the Arabs in the west and C

There are a lot of port towns along the coastline,
including Nakhon Pathom where | am staying now.”
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“During the monsoon season, | had to
stay here for a while to wait for
the change of the winds.

| took this opportunity to travel between
U-Thong, Nakhon Pathom, and Khu Bua to
look for goods such as metals and forest
goods to sell at other port towns.
When the west winds came, it was time
for me to bid farewell to Suvarnabhumi.
No wonder. The Dvaravati towns become
prosperous from this international trade.”
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“l am not sure who | am. Some people say that | am

a local girl. Does this floral pattern on my imported headscarf
make me more beautiful?

Here Is the indigenous look of the Dvaravati girl.

The local people who Llived in Nakhon Pathom
were comprised of many ethnic groups

We spoke different languages and diale:

but we could still communicate because

we invented the ancient Mon dialect as a language.”
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|
“l 'am not sure who | am. Some people say that | am an Indian
artisan as they notice from my turban. | traveled here in
a merchant ship. We brought new knowledge along with us
to disseminate to the Dvaravati people. We taught them how to
forge metals and make various kinds of glass beads, transferring
technology to the local communities. Nakhon Pathom thus became

more prosperous.”
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Lom-Phok: A Ceremonial Coif from Persia
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The Ayutthayan noblemen wore a kind of hat known
as “Lom-Phok.”

It 1s still unknown when they began to don these
cone-shaped hats.

They may have been in existence since the early
16th century.

Historical evidence has shown that when performing
a court dance drama, the performers wore masks on
their faces and Lom-Phok on their heads.

With their extraordinary shape, Lom-Phok headdresses
became the “talk of the town” when Siamese diplomats
appeared at the court of Versailles wearing their exotic
garbs and high-pointed caps. ’

Today, Lom-Phok is still used in the annual Royal
Ploughing Ceremony. It is also worn in ordination
ceremonies by the novice, entering the monkhood.

Have you ever wondered ...
Whether “Lom-Phok” is originally Thai or if it originated
from somewhere else? =
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There were “€unuchs” in the Siamese court,
and they were of Persian origin.
How did they dress?
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muaumu‘[mu (@ne mi:qmdu'l‘nu During the early Safavid Empire, Persian princes and

courtiers wore felt, sugar-loaf hats wrapped with turbans.
For the eunuchs, only hats were allowed, while turbans
and beards were forbidden.

“Lom-Phok” was originally made by gathering
your hair, into a high bun, clipping it with thin
bamboo sticks, and then wrapping it with pieces of

Pleated. cloth. This kind of headdress is very similar to our Lom-Phok,

don’t you think?
Is it possible that our Ceremonial Coif originated from
that worn by the “expat” eunuch from Persia?

This Lom-Phok was specifically crafted for
the occasion of the official royal visit to Thailand
of Queen Elizabeth Il in 1996.

nwsnwilsAe Hunt for Paradise: Court Arts of Safavid Iran 1501-1576
InAunlay Shkira
dafleinginuans Tay dinaunswiAussunssunindsid Image from “Hunt for Paradise: Court Arts of Safavid Iran 1501-1576"
Courtesy of the Crown Property Bureau published by Skira .
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The high, and pointed Cap.

The white, high, and pointed Cap, which we saw on the Ambassadors of Siam, is a Coif of Ceremaeny, whereof the King
Stam and his Officers do equally make use; but the King of Siam’s Cap is adorn’d with a Circle, or a Crown of

precious Stones, and those of his Officers are embellish’d with divers Circles of Gold, Silver, or Vermilion gilt,

to distinguish their Dignities; or, have not any Ornament. The Officers wear them only before the King, or in their

Tribunals, or in some Ceremony. They fasten them with a Stay under their Chin, and never pull them off to salute

any person.

“A New Historical Relation of the Kingdom of Siam”
Simon de La Loubére, 1691
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The mural painting at
Wat Chong Nonsi, Bangkok,
[ Late Ayutthaya period
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from “Mural Painting: Thailand
t Chong Nonsi” pu

Muang Boran Publishing House, 19

Look! These people were parading with Lom-Phok on their heads.
The picture of a procession on land for the 1685 royal ceremaony during King Narai's reign.
it was copied from the mural painting of Wat Yom, Ayutthaya Province.

Image from “"Procession on Land from Mural Painting of Wat Yom, Ayutthaya” published by Department of Fine Arts, Ministry of Culture
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(D chada) The Fourteenth Letter of the Thai Alphabet
Named after a Thai Theatrical Crown
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Assistant Professor of Art History ¥
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pravdler,
Mike Shiley.
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United Caps, United Nations
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The new capital of Bangkok is not different from
the prototype — Ayutthaya city.

Both consisted of people of different origins Living
together in harmony.

Let’s have a look at “Kudi Chin” community at the mouth
of Khlong Bang Luang (Bangkok Yai Canal). There were

known as a “united nations” capital.
Certainly, it should be “united head-
gear,” as each sported their own
national hat ... Let’s see how many
styles of caps they have.
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6. Bangkok, New Ayutthaya

Chinese, Christians, and Muslims Lliving
together - this was why Bangkok was
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Chinese Cap

“Kudi Chin,” its name already reflected that it
was a Chinese neighborhood. The pier here
was really busy due to its maritime trade.

A large number of Chinese immigrated to
Bangkok to make their fortune.

They built Kian An Keng Shrine as their moral
support. Nearby was Wat Kalayanamitr which
was recently built by a well-respected tycoon
and nobleman of Chinese origin.
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Muslim Cap

“Kudi Chin” was not only the living quarter for
Chinese. The Persians as well as other foreign
Muslims migrated from Ayutthaya to reside here as
well. A couple of Masjids thus existed in the neigh-
borhood, together with the Thai Wat, Chinese shrine,
and Christian church.

Deep inside along the River bank, there were the
newcomers — Muslim Malaya from Pattani who
relocated here at the time of massive migrations

to Bangkok. Among them was probably this prince
wearing a Malay-styled turban, totally different from
their subjects who wore “Kopiah” (skull cap) indicat-
ing their Muslim identity.
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Farang’s Cap

“Kudi Chin” was also a living quarter of the Christians.
Siamese of Portuguese ancestry also migrated here after
the fall of Ayutthaya. They built Santa Cruz Church on
the bank of the River next to the Chinese community.

“Kkudi Chin” was also an enclave of foreigners, as
westerners sailed to trade here. The area was bustling
with diplomats, merchants, medical doctors, and
missionaries. There were ports for goods shipment

as well as a foreign store. Mr. Robert Hunter,

the store owner, might have brought British subjects

such as these Indian Muslims to Mands.

udanaanuanwan “d5a” dwAniv (usdudeussuaunai S
vaiflutinanezareanudd wasisuSamasunslwsuny

| nmansnssudhulmszgluan dadaunudng unnantvg
yetulumivisnsd o
The mural painting at Wat Kalayanamitr, Bangkok Yai
Made in 1825 during the reign of King Rama IIl.
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Jau: Nartnafiuls dadnlasssunng
“Ngop”: An Eco-friendly Farmer Hat

hidnazifiuating lidnazwiuda viadlafeseanuanynass
1UN WA wIaAulnuatnagn

(e i X v &
AnsfifaIRIwmuInAsaudnsanalul i “sau” duls

muﬁaﬂs:ﬁtﬁjnﬁumuﬁqﬁ#lﬁtﬁu'iqmswuiw
vausfidudadruimnssuanansituiu
LTIWAIUN “Know-How” TunsauIay fiuansti
Aarudalalunannisszunaannaifuatinei
WumaiiaduduiufinanislflunisugniSeu
Wagaundluanwanniasauuaziuatine

vhwlgdmnaunatinasfiagetinaungnls
dutinlasssuyni

». Hiauannganwy
8. Village Life




SwauanilUse tauszunuwile
STUNLAY STUNLAINLSaU
wilou “Aarey” vadidaulny
A loosely woven Bamboo Cylinder
to allow air to pass through.

The same principle is applied to
ventilation openings above the walls
of traditional Thai houses.

Tasaliiled wndny ARd &Ude
Bamboo Structure: easy to find, to bend,
and to weave.

Fuu tan “wiv” Wiiseuasusgivilanuna
lipnasunaAseuiuiliauieu

A Conical Crown

and an inner woven Bamboo Cylinder. tuau Wuauiuetned iwsnzhigadu

When worn, the cylinder raises the crown ANUFAUAINLAILAR AVEBULAsHITITU
above one’s head to allow for fhtnugzausi@anuiauldnng

air ventilation. Palm Leaves offer great insulation
properties with their light color and glossy,
reflective finishing.

. v v e ¥ E
Unsau saulds AUUIUABDUTDLTVULY
A Brim curved upwards.

Looks more graceful and weightless,

e v, 1@y doesn’t it?
Tnsau ndw Auues Wsuen iduih

wilaurnuatinuitiuenn

A Wide Brim providing shade,

like an eave overhang, and also
protecting the face from UVA/UVBI!

When working in the rice fields or paddling boats, Thai farmers as well as boat vendors will wear woven hats called
“Ngop,” which are hats fit for everyone.

The Ngop is an innovative form of headwear, offering scientific proof of our ancestors’ excellence in engineering.

We have developed our know-how in hat construction through our thorough understanding of the principle of natural
air ventilation. This concept is also commonly applied in traditional Thai house designs for the tropical climate.

Well, for farmers like us, the more we understand our nature, the more delightful life becomes.

Now Llet’s find out what Thai farmers have kept under their hats and see how they can stay cool in the hot and humid
weather.
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Hat: A Symbol of the Civilized

NYsnuNTes “tl5e” Unananuntiauann
Uszmaglsd vinliaeudaaudgwiniu
nswasunlasniadndty 1snunslugiie
funnan @-¢ AInTIlsuAmiviuNs U

o o o ade
vadlan uWtugruvuandadusuiiddn
Aty “gnawyge” vesrnansduantu
Aty Agnsrdinaunuinualgidu
wsnsdlanilalunisuannanu “Adlat”
Aaeiduiu
During the late 1Sth century in the reigns of
King Rama IV and V, Siam underwent dramatic
changes as a result of its encounter with
€European colonialism. At the time, to keep pace
with international trends, Siamese elites adopted
European fashion to a considerable extent.
In the Siamese court, Western hats became

a key accessory worn to establish one’s identity
as a civilized gentleman.




navduda | Top Hat

Tuaaasuda | Bowler Hat



of ftaly and the Ministry of

n “ftalians st the Court of Siam”
Mo Plazzardi, published by

WUINAU | Straw Hat

wuanngla | Pith Helmet
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Ui we quitu wecw Furidlng
A wife of the Regent, the first Thai lady to wear a hat

at the grand opening of the new theater
on Thailand’s National Day, June 24th, 1939.
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State €dict of January 16th, 1941 mandating Western dress for
___Thai people with the compulsory wearing of shoes and “hats.”
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/ey duuiinuiin winewwiedaAanas...

“gnau” Favesls?

“Unagjouusnuiau flsa (@wde) denudn Aanudn

WOUNTIATITIRIUNMAIUATIUULE .. AUTUAWR

vuaniufiwafiu 1enar dnanwunsuUsssnduwusuan

v o &
wieanliuusn ... unue slAEeanUn Aauwa (Aauwa U.)
aanu1aNtsaseuntsUnAses watluiutldnon (W)

waliiean UniluAnazuniae §@nantaunn”

dunun lwsna

HUuFauwas “guvuaning”
The Vocalist for “Let’s Wear Hats”

Undasszamnuainsy “laauinis” (nsudszand@uwusiutlaquu)

AulFasrauvia @ue “unaninlvng”
Mantana Morakul

A singer for the Public Relations Department sharing her funny memories from the campaign, “Hats Built the Nation”

_gniundadiowy “vinugiin”

fasannifingnsnu wasauwalduiufven

‘“Galy Faawasganuuuan wuanlidiaguuy’
EafivandnauiuusIfiaunanaan
wiudnaouasfatinuuds thuaguasiotiunaza:
Uins Fesildedldauiunaontin

§u antaiay Wien Gesiiudadisounaen ..’
atnineen luiigaawfiu fhivtuwassinFnels
vggmziu Lﬁuuualotﬁudf‘mﬁf‘[ua ﬁlﬂﬂf}i’m
Wwouraalliasrauau Amwsan aanlutusn
aduAvanuua Wiy Gasfauuatiu”
“wasiulawnzna WanfAlulduda inlujagivu”

“Getting Arrested” For What?

“ was arrested. Going home, | was on a bumpy ride on
a trishaw near Dusit Palace. A windy breeze bobbled
my hat up and down. Well, it’s pretty far from the PRD,
I\thought. So, | kept the hat on my lap. And suddenly,
onhe car came out of the Palace. It was Field Marshall
Pibul. | was stunned. Speechless. | didn’t expect him
there and got so startled.”

Being Called in by “The Leader”

“| trembled. Then | got off the chair, and prostrated
myself before him. He came in and said,

‘You sing the song Let’s Wear Hat, but went out without

Mwearing one.’

| said it was so windy that | had to take mine off.
Also, | was almost home — just behind this villa.

‘’m not listening to you. This case has to be
investigated.’

| panicked.

‘’'m not listening. It must be investigated,” he insisted.
He kept saying that. Until evening, he didn’t investigate
anything. He was just kidding me. ...

It was almost four. | asked to leave. | ran out of the
room. And that is the end of the story.”

“The song was for a short-lived campaign.

It is obsolete now.

| don’t know where the Leader has gone.”

Widunwalileuil « &nAy weee
wuzey o 1

Interviewed on August Sth, 2012
at the age of 90.
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Beauty Queen Crown
Little Thai Girl Amid the Cold War

UNENINY weon
Miss Thailand 1964

UNIUANTINR
weoa
Miss Universe

N5 NWLT

%% Apasara Fever
£







w - -
1ISaJKUNKI
nssAnnsiunun AuuunlssRvgnssusaununa

Hat Tricks
Secret Stories under Siamese Headwear

Lérmﬁa'fnqs’nuam The exhibition is made possible by

dunIunIndRAuduwszunanendel The Crown Property Bureau

FJuswed Unuiaurnug
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Vatcharapong Pansencutiphan
Pisarn Phutthumsang

Special Thanks to
the Fine Arts Department
National Museum Bangkok

Phra Pathom Chedi National Museum

SCG Experience

Mantana Morakul

Chedha Tingsanchali, Ph. D.
Pichet Klunchun

Janya Wongsurawat

“Ohm”
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Alexandra Denes
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National Discovery Museum Institute 4 Sanam Chai Road, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok 10200
tel: 66 (0) 2225 2777 fax: 66 (0) 2226 2775
www.museumsiam.com | facebook.com/museumsiamfan
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